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To the Mercator. 


‘ Think, after what has been faid in my Poft- 
‘ fcript, which you publifhed in your laftt MER- 
‘ CATOR, no Man ought to think himfelf 
¢ Slandered by any thing my Friend Martin thall 
‘write or fay for the future: Perfonal Refleftion is 
¢abhorred by all Men of Senfe and Manners, and is 
«never ufed by them, but in Ballance of the like Ufage, 
¢ which is a juft Selfdefence. 

‘Tam forry Mr. Martin pufhes me upon the Neceflity 
©of Writing thus rudély to him ; but when another 
‘Man is Injur’d in fo grofs a manner, for what 1 have 
‘ Written, I could do no Iefs: Mr. Martin has dipped 
¢‘ his Fingers ina great deal of dirty Work, but I mutt 
“own,] did not think perfonal Malice would have car- 
“ried him thus far: Perfonal Refleion was never thie 
‘Defign of the AERCATOR, I dare fay; Mr. 
© Martin begun it, and Mr. Martin may put an End to 
‘it when he pleafes; but he may be fure, if he goes on 
‘this way, he fhall always be ufed as he deferves. 

‘He and his Party are very-unfortunate in their 
© fearch after the Writers of the MERCATOR; 
“the Perfon, who fuffers the fcandal of this Clamour 
‘ has no reafon to be concerned at it; Time will wipe 
¢ off all the Dirt they fling; and the French Trade once 
‘well fettled, will Convince the World,who are 
‘ Right,and who Wrong; who Knaves,and who Honeft 
* Men. 

‘In the meantime, this isa natural Inference to be 
* made from Mr. Martin’s Condy; That he,who fhould 
‘ venture to publith fuch Slanders upon any Man upon 
‘fuch light Information, by the fame Rule may be 
¢ fuppofed to publith the grofleft Abfurdities in Matters 
‘ot Trade,.(viz.) On the partial Direction and falle 
‘ Information of his Inftructors: But my Friend Mr. 
‘ Martin, it feems, is a BELIEVER, and that in a large 
‘Senfe; for he is for believing any Report, that _ferves 
‘ his purpofe, or that he thinks will blacken the Enemy, 
‘he cannot otherwife Confute, without enquiring into 
‘the Truth of it. 

‘But where is the Honour and the Reputation of 
‘fucha Dealing? Nay, where the Chriftianity of it? 
‘Would Mr. Martin have us think,he has Sacrificed all 
© thefe? Whar, will he plead for it ? Will he fay I 
‘have been free with it, I grant it; but was it not by 
‘his own Example? The MERCATOR treated 
‘ him Courteoufly, and. forbore him a long time, in 
‘hopes he would be fick of Billingfgate, and that his 
* Stomach wenld turn at his own foul Mouth. 

‘Bur afloon as Icame to Talk his own Language, 
‘he flies at his old miffaken Man, and falls upon 


‘Mr. D’ Foe with Slander, lying Informers, and all 
€ poflible Scurrillity. 

‘ But | leave him; what he cam fay for the future can 
‘ have no Credit with Honeft Men, till he proves the 
¢ Truth of what he has faidalready. I return therefore 
‘ to go on where J lett off. 

‘IT think you had a Quoration in my Iaft Letter, which 
‘gave a true defcription of your Oppofers trom the 
‘Mouth of their own Evidence, (viz.) The In|peétur- 
© General, who they fummoned in to fpeak for the Re- 
‘ putation of their SCHEME: Mr. Martin and his 
‘CLUB may read their Charaters in the very words 
‘which the Infpetor-General publifhed almoft Three 
‘ Years ago, (viz.) Perfons,who make ufe of the faid Scheme 
‘ty Difturb and Defame the Government; That the 
‘ Overballance they pretend to in the French Trade was 
© Chimerical, dosed for By-ends, and ignorantly fol 
‘ lowed ; and thatit does no where “appear, bow the Faéts 
‘they alledge are grounded, Tirat their Computations 
‘are not right neither in Quantity or Valve; and that 
‘ ancient Errors and former Prejudices were rather follow’d, 
¢ than Truth we 

‘ Thefe are the very words fpoken by the Infpetige@ 
‘General, who they own to be the proper Officer, fa ia 
‘is upon his OATH, and therefore that full Oe i 
‘ought to be given to him. The Particulars aré at 
‘ large in his Report, Pag. 26, 27, 29, to which I refer 
* them. 

“ He goes on to tell us, that it is eafe to trace,that the 
“ Accounts relating to the Lmports from France were not 
6 fairly frated, but Calculated to pleafe thofe,who did not 
“like that Trade, and not to difcover Truth. Vide 
Pag. 29,300 : 

¢] come now to bring the Conclufion,, which the In- 
‘ fpestor-General draws from thefe Premifés to their 
‘Mind, and which is the Reafon,why I have thus re- 
‘ peated the abovenamed Quotation, Pag. 33. thus: 

‘¢ The French Trade having been fet in fo falfe a 


“+ light, ‘tis no wonder,that for Forty Years toge- 
Out, ) 


“ ther we have had fuch Notions of an Overf- 
“ ballance upon us, which might reafonably 
“ provoke the Parliament fo often to defire a 
“ Prohibition of all Commodities of French 
“ Growth and Manufacture. 

‘ Here is a Juftification of what you faid formerly in 
‘your MERCATOR, of a wild Preamble to a wild 
* A& of Parliament; the Infpeétor-General tells us, the 
‘ Parliament were moved by the Deceptio Vifus of their 
* SCHEMES, i.e. Impofed upon by the French Trade 
* being fet ina falfelight to them in thofe SCHEMES, 
“to make thofe Prohibitions, &c. — 

* Certainly our Friend Martin had never read the 
© Infpector General's Report, he would never elfe, like 
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nes Broughe him up to have fpoken to the Reputatin 
Peeps SCHEME ; for this very iifpeStor-General has 

oa Sademned it a hundred ways: Condemned 1t as a2” SiR, have written my Letters to you hitherto by 

NGzrsRerid Calculated to pleafe thofeywho did not like the — thig-boniow't Name of Ba:/ /prokes but fince my Friend 


-ye-peade; fetting the French Trade in a falfe light, to | ATirtin charges whar I write upon another, and Ieft he 


. Wewsgrte-Sollicitor I formeily mentioned, fave ge Ap -aprledapon: 
i" POS. ITSCHKIF 7, 











“provoke the Parliament to make a Prohibition of 
Freeh Goods, which they would not have done, sf 
© they had not been Deluded by this SCHEME, &c. 

‘ His own Evidence has Hanged him, and the fame 
¢ Evidence will go on to Expofe both his Folly and 
¢ Knavery in his other extravagant Affertions. AS POR 
‘EXAMPLE : 

“© By the Proceedings between England and France, 
“ from 1660 to. 1668, it looks as if both Coun- 
“ tries were jealous, that each gained upon the 
“ other in their Traftick, and fo endeavoured 
“ each to fecure it felf, by charging the other’s 
“ Importations with ugh Duties, fone of them 
“ tancamount to Prohibitions, wherein the 
“ French feem to have been the Agegreffors ; 
“ which their wife Srate would hardly have 
done, if they had been fuch Gainers in the 
“ Ballance as is pretended, fince Retaliation was 

* certainly to follow fome timte or other. 

© What can be more Unanfwerable than this! The 
* French were the firft that loaded the Trade with high 
‘ Duties ; Was it probable to think,thar the French 
‘ would -have done this, if they had been Gainers by us 
€ a Million per Annum ? ' 

© Onor Parliament Prohibited the Trade upon a No- 
tion, tho’ fale, that we loft a Million a Year by it: If 
‘it had been true, that they had Gained a Million a 
‘Year by us, would they have begun to lay Impofiti- 
‘ ons'and Burthens upon our Trade, fo to prompt us 
© to do the'like, tothe flopping of a Trade they were 
‘ fach Immenfe Gainers by ? 

“Now, dear Coufin Harry, if thou canft give a 
‘clear Anfwer to this, we will forgive thee all thy 
¢ Rogueries, at the Southwark Election, and endea- 
© your,that thou fhalt never more be call’d in Queftion 
‘therefore. » 

¢ Bat how thou wilt do this, we know not; thou hait 
¢but one way that I can fee, and that is, to fay the 
¢ French are Fools, and did not know,that they were 
¢ fach Gainers by us: But thou haft call’d them t’other 
¢'Name fo often, that thou can’ft not cal! them Fools: 
¢THey muft have known ir if it had been fo. Whar, 
gain a Million 4 Year by us, and be ignorant of it! 
‘ Have Craft enough to get it, and not Wit enough to 
row they gor it! No, no, Mr. Martin cannot pre- 
©tehd That opon them: But the Truth of the Matier 
éfay e; They too well knew the contrary, and that 
made them begin to lay heavy Duties, as aforefaid, 
“qpon the Trade ; which, if ic had been fo Gainful to 
‘them, they would never have done. 
> ¢ §6 that here it is plainly proved, first, on our Side, 
© that all the Schemes of the French Trade were forged, 
“to Impofe on our Parliament, by a Party, who did it 
“to DISTURB and DEFAME the Government ; and, 
« fecondly,. on the French Side, that the Trade was not 
“a Gaining Trade.to them, becaufe they were the firft 
«who began to. load it with Duties and Burthens, equal 
10 “Prohibitions, “which they muft have been Fools 
ne have done, if they Gained a Million per Annum 
Dy it : 
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fhould think himfelf affronted by me, and not know 
his Man,! here fer my Name to my Letter, and he may 
freak with me when he pleafes at the Vinc-Tavern ji 
Lony-Acre, where I fhall leave DireStions to be fen: 


for. 
WILLIAM BROWN. 





ae 


; ——. 


From the Cuftom-Houle. 


Exported to France fince our last Account, 
being 14 Days, from Dec, 30. to Jan. 43. 


§6 1. wt. Suk Hofe 
350 Stuffs 
760 Goads Cottons 
7 Spanith Cloths 
1350 Yards Flannel 
* 66 Druggets 
* 29 Double Bayes 
16998 |. Cotton Wooll 
A Parcel of Apparel 
169 Paunches 
3961, Wrought Iron 
2421. Hops 
78 Fod. 10 C. Lead 
( Ton 8C. Red Lead — 
6 Ton 1C. Lead Ore 4 
46 Ton 10C. Copperas 
60 Ton 16C. Logwood 
10 Ton 13C. Block Tin 
113 C. Sugar 
*744 C. Brown Sugar 
* 188 C. Rice 
* 16 C. Corans 
10570]. Pimento 
20 C. Shomack 
22C. Galls 
20C. Leather 
69C. Kids Hair , 
11000 Lanrhorn Leayes 
1C. Emery 
1 Barrel Beer 
3C. Wrought Brafs 
7C. Books 
18 Chairs 
1551611. Virginia Tobacco 
17 Qr. Meal 
350 Qr. Oats 
goo Or. Barley 


400 Cr. Beans. 








ERRAT. in the last Mercator. 
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